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Mr. Doug Bosco, Chair 
California State Coastal Conservancy 
1330 Broadway 
Oakland, CA 94612 
 
Dear Mr. Bosco: 
 
RE: WESTERN SALT WORKS SITE ASSESSMENT AND SOUTH SAN DIEGO 
BAY TRAIL LINKAGES.  File No. 06-081  
 
I am writing to express my support of staff’s recommendation to disburse $125,000 
to the San Diego Association of Governments (SANDAG) to study adaptive reuse of 
the Western Salt Building and adjacent trail alignments. 
 
The Bayshore Bikeway, an important bicycle corridor in the County, and the Western 
Salt Building and adjacent trail alignments are important parts of that bikeway. We 
believe that the Western Salt Building is well suited for adaptive reuse to highlight 
the history of solar salt production in San Diego Bay and the natural history of the 
wildlife inhabiting the Refuge. Increasing the public’s access to the important 
historical, cultural, and natural features in the area would improve the experience for 
trail users while emphasizing to them the importance of conserving and treasuring 
these same features. The Coalition believes that the concept is definitely worth 
further study by SANDAG and we respectfully request your support for the Western 
Salt Works Site Assessment and South San Diego Bay Trail Linkages.  
 
If you have any questions regarding this item, please feel free to email or telephone 
me.  
 
Sincerely,  

Kathy Keehan 
Executive Director 

San Diego County Bicycle Coalition 
P.O. Box 34544 San Diego CA  92163 

(858) 487-6063 
www.sdcbc.org 
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October 30, 2006 
 
Doug Bosco, Chair 
State Coastal Conservancy 
1330 Broadway 
Oakland, CA 94612 
 
Dear Chairman Bosco: 
 
The Southwest Wetlands Interpretive Association (SWIA), a 501©3 non profit since 
1979, supports your staff recommendation for authorization to disburse an amount not to 
exceed $125,000 to the San Diego Association of Governments (SANDAG) to conduct a 
study of the area of south San Diego Bay near the mouth of the Otay River to determine 
optimal alignments of public trails and the feasibility of the possible future use of the 
Western Salt Works building for interpretive facilities. 
 
SWIA has been actively involved with the California Coastal Conservancy (CCC) since 
1981 when we established the Tijuana River National Estuarine Research Reserve. 
 
 SWIA played a major role in establishing the San Diego Bay National Wildlife Refuge 
from 1979 until its acquisition in June of 1999.  
 
In 1986 SWIA partnered with the CCC and Michael Brandman and Associates to do the 
studies for the Lower Otay River Enhancement Plan which led to the purchase agreement 
for acquisition of the Ghio Family property within the property boundary discussed in 
this recommended authorization. We partnered with the CCC to buy the Ghio property 
which was then transferred to the US Fish and Wildlife Service in 1995 as a part of the 
refuge system.  
 
SWIA has been a member of the Citizens Advisory Committee to the Otay Valley 
Regional Park since 1988. The non profit has been actively involved in developing the 
interrelationship between park and refuge lands as the process moves forward. 
 
SWIA worked with the City of Imperial Beach and the CCC to plan and begin 
implementation of an ecotourism program which is linked with the Bayshore Bikeway. 
The segment from 13th Street in Imperial Beach to the Salt Works Building will be started 
in the fall of 2007. This is an important link between the Refuge, Otay River Park and its 
corridor, the Western Salt Building and the potential excursion train staging area.  
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The excursion train will enable a transit system and ecotourism opportunity between 
National City and Imperial Beach. Access will be available to the public along the route 
both on and off the train to historical and environmental attractions. This will include the 
railroad museum, Paradise Marsh, Chula Vista Visitor Center, Sweetwater Marsh, 
Sweetwater River, Western Saltworks Building, USFWS interpretive center, the Wildlife 
Refuge the Otay River Park and Bayshore Bikeway staging areas.  
 
SWIA sees all these opportunities essential to making the South Bay an eco friendly area. 
Not only will this encourage access and recreation but it will help educate the public 
about the importance of maintaining and protecting sensitive and vital resources in this 
region. It will boost the neighboring economies and be invaluable to surrounding cities, 
particularly Imperial Beach. 
 
The Association strongly supports disbursement of funds to SANDAG for conducting the 
study.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
Michael A. McCoy, Vice President  
Southwest Wetlands Interpretive Association 
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